Expansion of Scope to Support the Vision of Perioperative Medicine
Nathaen Weitzel, MD 1 , and Miklos D. Kertai, MD, PhD 2 journals. It has been our goal since 2011 to work toward obtaining a full impact factor for the journal, and this marks an important step toward this goal! In the spirit of expanding our reach in perioperative medicine, we are also happy to welcome a new partnership with SCVA and the Society for the Advancement of Transplant Anesthesia (SATA), which is starting with this issue. SCVA is happy to support SATA as its official journal and we are excited to welcome such a dedicated and talented group of physicians to this partnership. The specialty of transplant anesthesia has been growing in scope as the community of anesthesiologists performing these challenging cases continues to increase. Clinical topics involving these complex patients dovetail perfectly with the topics we routinely discuss within our readership, and the additional content by including this in the scope of the journal will be a huge benefit to all our readers.
The March 2017 issue of SCVA follows the annual trend started in 2013 with a multidisciplinary review of the literature. Each year since 2013, we have invited experts in their field to select publications from the previous calendar year and present our readers with their selected hot topics and key publications. This year marks the most comprehensive series we have ever published as we have contributions covering cardiothoracic anesthesiology, cardiac critical care, cardiac surgery, thoracic surgery, congenital cardiac anesthesiology, and 3 articles covering transplant anesthesiology for thoracic and abdominal organs. This series is meant to serve as a starting point for our readers to know some key topics from the past year, to get a sense of critical articles, and to have the references to dig into the topics of personal interest in more detail. There are a wide range of topics from extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO), transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR), basic science in ischemia-reperfusion, to aortic dissection, and of course, a full spectrum of transplant related topics. We strongly recommend each of these articles.
Closing out the March issue we have selected 4 articles of differing topics. The first is a full-length review on the role of simulation in training for perioperative transesophageal echocardiography. Education is a key area for so many of us, especially those in academic practices, and the advent of high-quality simulators is becoming a mainstay in anesthesia training. Drs. Nazarnia and Subramaniam do an excellent job of summarizing the history of simulation, as well as going into current educational models in an excellent review. Three clinical challenges submissions were also chosen to round out the educational forum. The first is an article on Combined Aortic Valve Replacement and Renal Cell Carcinoma Thrombectomy by Dr. Martinelli et al, which is an interesting complex scenario that we rarely deal with. The article offers a great discussion on the key management details for these cases. Dr. Jones et al have written the second clinical challenge, which discusses the management of a tracheal laceration caused by intubation. This is a nice multidisciplinary article detailing both the surgical and anesthetic considerations for this case, including prevention, intraoperative care, and postoperative care. Finally, Dr. Schisler et al present an excellent article on management of patients with pulmonary hypertension (PAH) using 2 different case scenarios leading up to lung transplantation. The topic of PAH is a constant challenge for practitioners every day, and this article is applicable to dealing with any patient with PAH, not just those presenting for transplant.
In conclusion-2017 looks to bring yet another round of exciting changes to our fields of perioperative medicine, as well as for SCVA. We hope that you enjoy the March issue, and our upcoming topic content for 2017.
